Wilma Sylvester
June 19, 1931 - March 2, 2019

Wilma June (Claude) Sylvester was born in Woolstock, Iowa on June 19, 1931. Her
parents were William Ira Claude and Lydia Pauline (Hilpipre) Claude. Her grandparents
were Jules and Martha Claude and Paul and Mary Hilpipre. Wilma attended the Wright
County Country School #8 and was the class valedictorian when she graduated from the
Woolstock Community School in 1949. She attended the Eagle Grove Junior College and
earned a two year teaching degree from the Iowa State Teachers’ College. She completed
her 4 year teaching degree at Wayne State College, earned her master’s degree (with a
4.0) from the University of South Dakota and completed 30 hours beyond her master’s
degree.
Wilma and Bob were married on June 21, 1953 in the Little Brown Church in the Vale in
Nashua, Iowa. Wilma was passionate about family, friends, children, teaching,
volunteering, reading, traveling, playing bridge, completing crossword puzzles and life.
She was a collector. She collected teacher statues, apples, sugar shakers, friends,
memories, hugs and laughter. She was a giver. Wilma received many honors and
recognitions based upon the time, talents and leadership that she gave to many
organizations. She was very proud of being recognized by the Governor of Iowa as a
State of Iowa Volunteer and by being elected as the State President of Alpha Delta Kappa.
Her life’s work allowed her to focus on her love of learning from and with children. She
taught for forty years; 32 of these years in the Sioux City Community School District. She
was most proud of the lives that she touched by volunteering in schools and tutoring
children. Children were the heart of her life.
Wilma cherished her relationships with family and friends. She is survived by her son,
Thomas William Sylvester and daughter, Tangela Ann Sylvester. She loved cooking for
family and friends and spoiling her many beloved nieces and nephews, great nieces and
nephews, great great nieces and nephews, friends, neighbors and “adopted”
grandchildren.
Wilma’s son and daughter were blessed to be with her as she transitioned from this world
on March 2, 2019. Wilma was preceded in death by her husband, Robert Lavon Sylvester,
mother, Lydia Pauline (Hilpipre) Claude, father, William Ira Claude, sisters, Phyllis Lohf
and Darlene Pruismann, brothers, Merlin Claude and Daryl Claude, mother-in-law, Myra

(Miller) Sylvester and father-in-law, Thomas Jefferson Sylvester, brothers-in-law, Alvin
Lohf, Willis Pruismann, and James Sylvester, sisters-in-law, Beverly Sylvester and Barb
Sylvester, and nephews, Bruce Lohf, Ty Stark, and Jamie Sylvester.
Family and friends will gather this summer to share stories, laughter and tears as we
celebrate the memories of how Wilma profoundly touched each of our lives.

Comments

“

Mrs. Sylvester was my third grade teacher at Isabelle Sloan School. She was kind
and fair, a fine teacher. I remember that she kept an aquarium in the classroom,
stocked with all sorts of beautiful tropical fish. It became a class participation project
that I clearly remember fondly even today, some 52 years later. I send my deepest
condolences to her family and friends.
Jerald Donovan
Irvine, California

Jerald Donovan - March 05 at 03:58 PM

“

Wilma(Grandma 2) as our students referred to since we were room 2. Wilma
volunteered in our special education classroom. She had a knack for understanding
their special needs whether it be speech and understanding the literalness of it or
social skills. Their frustration level always dropped when they worked with Wilma.
Sometimes the kids would ask for time with Wilma. They just needed someone to
talk to. Mrs. Sylvester would give them her complete attention with no judgment.
They truly loved Grandma 2 as they could feel Grandma 2 loved them. At times the
kids would have a serious issue to talk about. Wilma always listened. I never saw a
child walk away from Wilma’s work space without big smile.
I, myself, considered Wilma to be a mentor. I often would ask her opinion on an
issue. Mrs. Sylvester had the respect of everyone in the building. Wilma will be
missed more than I can say. In the seven years with us she became part of our class
family . The kids were often in our room three years. I loved Wilma as a dear friend,
mentor, and coworker. Even after I retired, we would get together for lunch and just
share.
We had three paras in our room. We were all equals and mutually respected. Tootie
and I would stop to just visit. Wilma May have been 87, but she was young at heart.
Tootie recently had a stoke and isn’t able to write about her feelings for our second
Mom. We both feel we’ll have an angel guiding us as she flies above with the angels.
God carried you home. Your work here is done. We miss you.
Love, Joni and Tootie

Joni and Tootie - March 04 at 06:43 PM

“

Several years ago, Wilma was the most wonderful volunteer for some special
students in a Morningside elementary school. We loved having her come to our
class. She shared so much love with the students-and staff- as she tutored!!

Teresa Roberts - March 04 at 04:54 PM

