Walter G. Beckwith
November 12, 1933 - January 25, 2021

Walter G. Beckwith, 87, of Sioux City, died on January 25, 2021 at a Sioux City hospital.
His daughter, Penny, stayed by his bedside for nearly a month prior to his death.
A memorial service to honor Walter’s wonderful life will be held at St. Mark Lutheran
Church, 5200 Glenn Avenue, on March 13, 2021 at 11:00 a.m.
Memorial Gifts may be made to St. Mark Lutheran Church, the Cherokee Symphony, or
the Sioux City Renaissance Recorder Ensemble.
Walter was born on November 12, 1933 in Laramie, Wyoming, to Radcliffe and Marie C.
Beckwith. He grew up in Wyoming. When he was 16, he moved to Roswell, New Mexico,
where he graduated from high school. Walter attended the University of Minnesota in
Minneapolis on a Navy ROTC scholarship, and graduated with a B.S. degree in
mechanical engineering. Before his tour of duty with the Navy, Walter married Yvonne
Beckwith in Bismarck, North Dakota. To this union were born 3 children, Lee, Penny, and
Grant. Walter worked for FMC, IBP, and Tyson as a mechanical engineer well into his
retirement years. Walter was blessed with a great sense of humor.
Walter was a member of the First Congregational Church in Sioux City for 10 years, where
he sang in the choir and helped to repair portions of the physical plant of that church.
Walter then became a member of St. Mark Lutheran Church, where he played flute and
sang in the choir. Walter played flute for many years in the Charleston, West Virginia,
symphony orchestra. He also played in the Cherokee Symphony, the Siouxland AllAmerica Band, and the Sioux City Renaissance Recorder Ensemble.
Surviving him is his wife, Yvonne of Sioux City; his son, Lee Beckwith of Rolla, MO; his
daughter, Penny (Tim) Stewart of Concord, NC and their son, George Stewart of
Charlotte, NC; Walter’s son, Grant Beckwith of Sioux City; and Walter’s nieces and
nephews and their children and grandchildren.

Walter was preceded in death by his parents; his sister, Beatrice Carlson and her
husband, Ron Carlson; and his niece, Sidney Carlson.
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St. Mark Lutheran Church
5200 Glenn Ave, Sioux City, IA, US, 51106

Comments

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Susan Young - March 13 at 01:39 PM

“

I am so sorry to learn of Walt’s passing. He was such a positive, pleasant and helpful
person and a very fine musician. I knew him primarily in the AACB where he served
in many capacities, and always with a friendly attitude. Whatever he did from playing
the flute to serving as librarian he did extremely well. He will be missed. Jay O’Leary

Jay O’Leary - February 08 at 11:30 PM

“

So sorry to lose a great man. He was a rock that all could depend on, and a huge
asset to the All-America Concert Band. I really admired and respected Walt, and will
sorely miss him.

Bob Knowler - February 06 at 10:37 AM

“

It was my blessing to meet Walt in the All America Concert Band in 2007. In following
years I found him to be a dear, elegant, feisty man. He is greatly respected and
fondly remembered by so many. What a legacy he leaves his family to cherish! My
sincere sympathy and prayers for God's comfort to Walt's family and many friends.
Dee Pratt

Dee Pratt - February 04 at 01:19 PM

“

So sorry to hear of Walter's passing. I knew him many years through AACB. His fun
loving and caring attitude plus his dedication were immediately recognizable upon
meeting him.
He will be sorely missed.
Allan Yeager.

Allan Yeager - February 04 at 12:52 PM

“

Vonnie and family,
Our deepest condolences on Walt's passing. Such wonderful memories of one of the
finest neighbors you could ask for. We are so grateful to have been given the
opportunity to have known him.
Mark and Kate Ahlers

Mark Ahlers - February 04 at 11:33 AM

“

Walt was a gentle, giving soul - he always made me smile. I always enjoyed his
quippy sense of humor. I was blessed to get to record the Antique Recorder Group
that he played with. He was one of several people in the All America Band that
always made it a pleaseure to walk through the door and joke with. He will be dearly
missed. Peace Be with you and your family Walter.

Robert Dandurand - February 04 at 09:08 AM

“

Walt was the absolute best person ever. He taught Brittany to play the flute and
taught Brandon to pay the piccolo first because his hands were small. Walt was a
good friend and a kind caring person. We will miss him.

Kay Derby - February 04 at 02:02 AM

“

Our sincere thoughts and prayers for Vonnie and the whole family.
Kay Derby - February 04 at 02:04 AM

“

Walt was one of the nicest people I know. I got to know him through All America
Concert Band and many conversations and laughs we shared over the years. I
always looked forward to seeing him and he always made me smile. Walt had quit
playing flute by the time I joined the band but he shared tips and advice from time to
time with those of us in the flute section. My condolences to Walt's family. Rest in
Peace Walt. You will be missed.

Priscilla Forsyth - February 04 at 12:24 AM

“

So sorry to hear of Walt's passing. Walt was a great guy and I truly appreciate his
involvement and support of the All America Concert band over the years. I told the
members today that during rehearsal I would occasionally look over to see Walt
sitting on the side of the band. He was making gestures with the music and truly
enjoying the moment. I will miss having him around. Peace to you and the entire
family. It was our honor to know Walt!
Shane Macklin
Director of the All America Concert Band

Shane Macklin - February 03 at 11:56 PM

