Dr. Michael Rogers
November 30, 1966 - March 7, 2019

Dr. Michael J. Rogers, 52 of South Sioux City, Nebraska died on Thursday, March 7, 2019,
surrounded by his family.
A funeral service will be at 10:30 AM on Saturday at East High School.
The family will receive friends from 5:00 PM to 7:00 PM on Friday, March 15, 2019, at East
High School, Sioux City, Iowa. A prayer service will follow at 7:00 PM.
Online condolences may be made to the family at http://www.christysmith.com.
Michael was born November 30, 1966 in Knoxville, Tennessee. He was the son of William
L. and Alverta (Bryant) Rogers. His father was a Chief Master Sergeant in the Air Force so
the family moved several times while he was growing up. He graduated from Bellevue We
st High School in Bellevue NE in 1985. He continued his education at Platte Community C
ollege in Columbus, NE where he met the love of his life, Dawn Hermelbracht. He graduat
ed from Platte Community College in 1987, then attending Dakota Wesleyan and graduate
d in 1990. Later that same year he married Dawn on July 21st in Omaha, NE. Mike started
working for the South Omaha Boys Club as an activities director while attending University
of NE Omaha and working on his masters. He graduated in 1992 and took a job with the S
ioux City Community Schools at West Middle School. Mike has served as an administrator
in various Sioux City Community Schools since 1993, most recently at East Middle.
Serving Christ was number one in Mike’s life and that was evident in how he lived, and wa
s visible to all who met him. He was an active member of Morningside Assembly of God te
aching several Sunday School classes and was a commander for Royal Rangers. He had
the pleasure of serving on the Board of Trustees for DWU for 12 years and was inducted i
nto the DWU Athletic Hall of Fame in 2007. He was named Central Community College (P
latte) alumni of the year in 2005. In 2016 Mike was named Iowa After School Program Prin
cipal of the Year and in 2017 he received the Courage to Teach Award during Tolerance W
eek. Mike coached numerous of his sons’ youth teams throughout the years and enjoyed r
efereeing with his youngest son Nate. He loved being “all time quarterback” at recess and
talking to his students at lunch. His impact in this community will be felt for years to come.
The love he had for his family, friends, students and staff will never be matched and he will
be dearly missed.
Surviving are his wife, Dawn of South Sioux City, NE; two sons, Taylor Rogers of Des Moi

nes, IA and Nate Rogers and his fiancé Haley Vesey of Wayne, NE; father, William Roger
s; three sisters, Terry (Dennis) Rogers Womack, Shirley Rogers, and Ginger Rogers; a bro
ther, Larry (Sharon) Rogers; his in-laws, Richard and Marlene Hermelbracht; a brother-in-l
aw, Marlo (Diana) Hermelbracht; sister-in-law, Danna (Todd) Henningfeld; along with many
nieces and nephews.
He was preceded in death by his mother Alverta Rogers
In lieu of flowers memorials may be directed to the Dr. Michael Rogers Memorial fund C/O
Peoples Bank of Sioux City.
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Comments

“

Thank you Dr. Rogers for all you gave over the years.
Thank you to his family for sharing him with us.
We need more people to be so involved in our community.
Stephanie Parker-Cunningham

Stephanie Parker-Cunningham - March 15, 2019 at 03:59 PM

“

Coopers, Carlsons, & the We Got Next Foundation purchased the Sweetest Sunrise
Bouquet for the family of Dr. Michael Rogers.

Coopers, Carlsons, & the We Got Next Foundation - March 15, 2019 at 03:41 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Dr. Michael Rogers.

March 15, 2019 at 11:37 AM

“

Dr. Rogers was an amazing happy go lucky person. When ever he entered a room
he could light up everybody's faces with smiles as he wore a big smile everyday. I
enjoyed having him walk the halls of west middle when i attended 1996-97. He
helped a lot of kids figure things out. weather in life or in school. He will be greatly
missed by many in town. & me also.

nathan springfield - March 15, 2019 at 12:20 AM

“

Medium Dish Garden was purchased for the family of Dr. Michael Rogers.

March 14, 2019 at 12:39 PM

“

OH IM SO SAD TO READ THIS.DR ROGERS WAS A WONDERFUL PERSON.MY
YOUNGEST SONS PRINCIPAL, YEARS AGO.VERY NICE,SMART,MAN.MY
SINCERE CONDOLENCES TO HIS FAMILY.
SINCERELY,B RASMUSSEN N FAMILY

Brenda rasmussen - March 14, 2019 at 06:59 AM

“

I MET MICHAEL THRU HIS BIG BROTHER LARRY WHO'S MARRIED TO MY
SISTER SHARON ME N MIKE PLAYED BASKETBALL AGAINST EACH OTHER N
HIGH SCHOOL BELLEVUE WEST VS. NORTH HIGH THE LAST TIME WE SPOKE
WAS AT HIS DAD'S HOUSE ON THANKSGIVING SEVERAL YEARS AGO. I GREW
TO HAVE GREAT RESPECT FOR MICHAEL HE WAS A GREAT SON,HUSBAND,N
FATHER HE ACCOMPLISHED ALOT N BECAME A WELL RESPECTED
LEADER.HE WILL (TRULY) BE MISSED R.I.P. MICHAEL YOUR FRIEND ANDRE
WILLIAMS

Andre Williams - March 13, 2019 at 04:57 PM

“

First Data Recruiting Team (Jim, Renee, and Cheryl) purchased the Beautiful
Dreams for the family of Dr. Michael Rogers.

First Data Recruiting Team (Jim, Renee, and Cheryl) - March 13, 2019 at 04:22 PM

“

Dreams From the Heart Bouquet was purchased for the family of Dr. Michael Rogers.

March 13, 2019 at 02:48 PM

“

Dr. Rogers was my principal in the 90s at West Middle School. One time I found a set
of keys and gave them to him. He said he was going to give me A hundred grand for
finding them. My eyesI lite up. I didn’t realize that keys were so important. He came
back a gave me the candy bar . I laugh still this day thinking I was going to be rich lol.
He was the best principal ever. I have the best memories at West Middle. To the
family, I’m very sorry for your loss. My prayers and thoughts are with you.

Tiffany - March 13, 2019 at 12:41 PM

“

My deepest condolences to the Rogers' family. I worked with Dr. Rogers at West
Middle School when it was the Mike and Mike Show in the early to mid-90s. Dr.
Michael McTaggart and Dr. Michael Rogers were both amazing administrators to
work under. I work with Dr. Rogers for about five years. During those five years, I
learned the value of connecting with students. He was there to greet me every day
with a kind, encouraging word and he always inquired about my family. It amazed me
he remembered the details of my family. I follwed this example in my teaching by
greeting my students and knowing the details of their lives so we can make a
connection. What a difference that makes.
Dr. Rogers was a leader. He didn't lead from behind his desk, he would lead by
example. His friendly demeanor and his honest, firm discipline made an impact on
the lives of the students at WMS. His practices are what I use today in my classroom.
Though I have not worked with Dr. Rogers in over twenty years, I have a notebook
from APL training that we attended with other staff. In the notebook, I commented on
tasks Dr. Rogers said he would do...I wrote next to it, "be like mike" so I could
accomplish my tasks too.
I ran into Dr. Rogers at the Sioux City mall about nine years ago during summer
break. He did a double take and pointed at me and my husband. He remembered us.
He gave us his big smile, his infectious laugh and offered us hearty handshakes and
a hug. A beautiful soul.
I will never forget Dr. Rogers. My teaching life and life in general has been enriched
by his knowledge, kindness, honestly, caring, and his smile. Always a smile. God
Bless Dr. Michael Rogers.

Gerry Kenney - March 13, 2019 at 09:37 AM

“

I am a retired Sioux City teacher, and did not meet Dr. Rogers until I subbed at Unity
after retiring. Dr. Rogers was the only principal I met while teaching and subbing who
I saw spending so much time with students. I would see him out during recesses
talking and playing games with the children. Dr. Rogers was present during lunches
either going around to tables talking with students or talking to the whole group. You
could feel in the room and hear in his voice the love he felt for the students as he
discussed upcoming events or expected behsviors.
Also, Dr. Rogers was the only principal who greeted me in the office or hallway, and
said that he was glad I was there, and if I needed anything in the room where I was
subbing to let him know. And I received a cheerful good-by at the end of the day, and
a thank you for being coming that day.
I appreciate having met him-he was such a energetic and enthusiastic person so full
of life.

Noel Goulette - March 13, 2019 at 08:57 AM

“

Ruth Beamer lit a candle in memory of Dr. Michael Rogers

Ruth Beamer - March 12, 2019 at 06:34 PM

“

My son is a 7th grader at East Middle and has mentioned over the past few days of
how 8th grade is now going to go so slow because Dr. Rogers won't be there.
..In the past few weeks, students have been asking about Dr. Rogers and the office
staff would say that he just left, and these times would be right before lunch, "I know
they were just trying to make us feel better, because if he was there, he wouldn't
leave right before lunch, that's when he was able to spend time with all of us."
.."Dr. Rogers was like Jesus, but only here on earth" (and I agree)
He made quite an impact and will be missed.

MeGann Daum and Nathaniel Hamann - March 12, 2019 at 03:11 PM

“

Thank you for being such a profound example to so many kids. You will be so
missed, Kane Family

Kane Family - March 12, 2019 at 01:42 PM

“

Pamela Limoges lit a candle in memory of Dr. Michael Rogers

Pamela Limoges - March 11, 2019 at 08:43 PM

“

My deepest sympathies Dawn and family! I played basketball with Mike at DWU! He was by
far the kindest most well rounded young man we had! We all respected Mike and
considered him a friend. I can’t imagine the number of lives he’s touched! He will be
missed! Tiger Basketball family! Garin Martin and family
Garin Martin - March 12, 2019 at 11:42 AM

“

Dawn & family,
So sorry for your loss. I am very pleased and honored to have met Mike and witness
his energy, persistence, and virtues while back for our CCC Alumni of the Year
celebration. He made a lasting and positive influence on me. Matt Gotschall,
President, Central Community College

Matt Gotschall - March 11, 2019 at 03:40 PM

“

Sunnybrook Community Church purchased the Divine Peace Bouquet for the family
of Dr. Michael Rogers.

Sunnybrook Community Church - March 11, 2019 at 02:27 PM

“

Always a ham :)
I was blessed to work with Dr. Rogers at West Middle and then East Middle.
I am sharing a video I took at one of our assemblies at East Middle. I had to
download the video from my FB since I can't find my original, so the quality isn't that
great, but it is a great watch!

The photo is a quote from a former colleagues student. The teacher was upset and
explained our loss to her students and this was one student's response :)
Your family has my deepest condolences. Heaven will shine a little brighter because
he is there. I imagine him walking through the pearly gates and declaring, "Oh it's on
now!"
-Jodi M

Jodi - March 11, 2019 at 12:39 PM

“

Mike was an outstanding basketball player for me at Central Community College in
Columbus. Formerly Platte College. He wasn't recruited by very many schools and
he selected us because we needed a rebounder and Mike was the quickest jumper I
have had in my 30 + years of coaching. He gets my ultimate compliment as " a great
teammate". We didn't communicate much over the years but I did follow Mike from a
distance. Love you Mike. Coach Gutierrez

Coach Jack Gutierrez - March 11, 2019 at 12:19 PM

“

Jorge and Cathy Covarrubias and family purchased the Serene Retreat for the family
of Dr. Michael Rogers.

Jorge and Cathy Covarrubias and family - March 11, 2019 at 11:59 AM

“

Julie Fischer lit a candle in memory of Dr. Michael Rogers

Julie Fischer - March 11, 2019 at 10:10 AM

“

I will never forget the special time I spent with Mike at WMS and after when he was my
son's principal. I learned so much: tolerance, patience, virtue. Words cannot adequately
state what a wonderful human being this man was. A dedicated father, amazing principal, a
father to so many kids, pillar to the community and the list goes on. He knew everyone one
in the school and made you feel special! He has a wonderful legacy to remember and I was
lucky to be part of it for 26 years. Dawn, Taylor and Nate, thank you for sharing this
wonderful person with us and take comfort in our sympathy to you and know that Mike will
always be with us--eternally! God Bless you all! Sending hugs your way!
Julie Fischer - March 11, 2019 at 10:17 AM

“

Our deepest sympathy to you Dawn,Taylor and Nate We share in your lose of Mike. He
was always happy and willing to help us at the Cuming County Fair in West Point. We know
he is with his Lord and no more pain to suffer. Prayers to all of your family. Dean and Arla
Mae
Dean and Arla Mae Knuppel - March 11, 2019 at 07:05 PM

“

When I think of this man...there are too many words that come to mind. The first time
I met him I was a student teacher embarking on my career with nerves and
excitement. He was the first administrator I heard speak during a professional
development day. It was a West Middle School. I was in awe of him. I had never met
someone with such enthusiasm and excitement, not only for students and education,
but for life. In that moment, listening to him...my life was changed forever. HE was
one of the reasons why I knew I could make a difference.
When Mia started middle school at East, I was extremely apprehensive. I was so
nervous to send my shy, sweet, girl to such a BIG school (I graduated with 60something). The first school event we had, Dr. Rogers walked by us and called Mia
by her name. I was shocked. Mia tends to fall through the cracks sometimes with
teachers and administrators because she never makes waves, and never gets in
trouble. But this man. He knew her. He said “She’s a quiet one and she’s not a
trouble maker, but those are the kids that make a big mark in this world”. He will
never know what that meant to me. He put my anxiety and nerves to rest, knowing
she would be under his care each and every day for 3 years. I told him how
impressed I was at the fact he could remember his students names. He told me by
December there isn’t a student in the building that he doesn’t KNOW. That was the
thing that set him apart from the rest. He genuinely got to know his students and his
staff. Each and every day he had a smile on his face, a bounce to his step, and a
caring heart for his school like none other I had ever seen. This man was special.
Throughout the years, I’ve had the honor to get to know him as a professional, a
principal, my sons referee, and would call him a friend. Dr. Rogers is a step above
the rest. He had a passion and heart for PEOPLE. For students. For teachers. For
his church. For his family. Even when I saw a 6th grade student get in trouble (I was
a sub in his building) for what she was wearing. He didn’t just reprimand her in the
office and give her consequences. He took the time to actually talk to her about WHY
she was wearing shorty shorts and ultimately how it made her feel and the way
others portrayed her. He got through to her. She understood. Cause he took the time
to care.
This man. With a voice unlike any other. That raspy, loud voice that you could hear a
mile away. He loved like no other.
Some people might not know this, but do you know who he loved the most? Jesus. If
you ever heard him speak about his faith and the love he has for his Lord and Savior,
you got to witness something special. Dr. Rogers has a fire and passion for life, and
that was magnified when he spoke about Jesus.
You see, a person like Dr. Rogers...a person that has that kind of intense LOVE for
his school, students, teachers, parents, family, and community... that kind of love
comes from God.
We are all heart broken and sick that cancer has consumed him. It doesn’t make
sense and we don’t want to believe it. Why would God allow this? Why do the best
people get cancer? Why does this have to happen? Questions are unanswered.

Students are crying. Teachers are saddened. The community is heart broken that
cancer would take him out of a role he loves so much. We don’t have to understand.
We aren’t supposed to understand. I believe, more than anything in the world, that
Dr. Rogers would tell you that he knows his God is watching over him every step of
the way.
If I know him like I think I do...if one person comes to know Jesus through him, he will
feel like his role in this life was accomplished.
Dr. Rogers, you have touched hundreds of thousands of people in this life. Me being
one of them. I know that God told him, "Welcome home, good and faithful servant"....
Shauna L Ohman - March 11, 2019 at 09:33 AM

“

Pink Tribute Spray was purchased for the family of Dr. Michael Rogers.

March 11, 2019 at 07:54 AM

“

HI, this is Brenna Twait I was a student of Dr. Rogers from 2005 to 2012. I have great
memories of him. He made a great impact on my life. I miss him and always missed
him. I wouldn't be as polite as I am today without him. He will always be in my heart.

Brenna Twait - March 10, 2019 at 08:37 PM

“

Amy & Jamy lit a candle in memory of Dr. Michael Rogers

Amy & Jamy - March 10, 2019 at 06:38 PM

“

There are so many happy memories of Dr. Rogers, his smile, energy, and amazing
spirit was contagious! I have never seen that man not smile, even thru bad situations
he always smiled! All 3 of my kids myself included got the pleasure of having such a
wonderful educator in our lives. You just don't see that as often as you should. My
youngest son was just a few weeks old and Dr. Rogers seen him grow and even
though he was just a sybling to students he always made an appearance to him, high
fives, hugs, etc..... my son Jordan got his kidney transplant in 2010 and that man
stood by his side cheering him on to recovery! He was and still is a huge part of our
lives and we loved him deeply and miss him more than words can describe. Our
hearts are shattered but we know that he is looking down on us with a huge smile on
his face and he is teaching children in heaven all about sports! FLY HIGH DR
ROGERS!!!! GOD BLESS HIM AND HIS FAMILY.....

Tracy Jacobsen - March 10, 2019 at 05:42 PM

“

Whenever I think of Dr. Rogers, I smile and remember his prevailing message of
putting others first. I’m forever grateful for the opportunity to have worked with Mike
for the two short years that Hunt School was privileged to have him as our principal.
His family, friends, school district, and community have lost a truly great man and
someone who made the world a better place.
Ann Blum

Ann Blum - March 10, 2019 at 03:10 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Dr. Michael Rogers.

March 10, 2019 at 11:57 AM

“

My Friend I will always remember the laughter you brought to the world! R.I.P.
Brother

James Brown - March 10, 2019 at 10:31 AM

“

Serene Retreat was purchased for the family of Dr. Michael Rogers.

March 09, 2019 at 09:50 PM

“

Dr. Rogers impacted our lives in so many ways. He was an amazing principal for my
daughter and son. He was an advocate for assuring my son made it to the
accelerated math class. He encouraged all of his students to stand up for each other
and show compassion to others. He attended every orchestra concert and every
STEM competition my children were in while at East Middle. He skateboarded with
my son outside of the school one afternoon while he was waiting for me. The list is
endless. He was a genuine class act, one of a kind man, who will be impossible to
replace. Each and every one of us who met him was changed for the better, and the
community will be forever changed now that he is gone.

Angie Sewalson - March 09, 2019 at 09:04 PM

“

I literally knew Mike my whole life... My family and his family went to church together
in Bellevue at Southside Assembly of God. I was in youth group with him, bible study,
we played hoop together for many many years as well. The Schoonover family sends
their sincerest condolences to the Rogers family. We are truly sorry our loss as well
as yours.
David Schoonover

Dave Schoonover - March 09, 2019 at 06:09 PM

“

I have some great memories playing basketball and looking up to Mike as a kid at
Southside Assembly. He will always be one of the best in my eyes. Rest well Mike and God
Bless your family.
Lafe Hendrickson - March 09, 2019 at 06:21 PM

“

Stacie Braband lit a candle in memory of Dr. Michael Rogers

Stacie Braband - March 09, 2019 at 05:55 PM

“

Steve And Brigitte Mann lit a candle in memory of Dr. Michael Rogers

Steve and Brigitte Mann - March 09, 2019 at 04:32 PM

“

Lesley J Nieman lit a candle in memory of Dr. Michael Rogers

Lesley J Nieman - March 09, 2019 at 11:33 AM

“

I remember when I was in 8th grade, Dr. Rogers was coming up to the girls and
would estimate how much of their hair they would be able to donate. He came up to
me and told me about 9 inches. That weekend I took his advice and went and
actually donated 12 inches and I came back to school that Monday and told him
about it and he was so proud of me.

Darcy Cooper - March 09, 2019 at 11:04 AM

“

RConley lit a candle in memory of Dr. Michael Rogers

RConley - March 09, 2019 at 10:33 AM

“

He approached everyone, and everything with a smile and one of my favorite things
he would say is that I am a better person knowing you. Well! Dr Rogers I will take
that line of yours and tell you that I am definitely a better person having known you.
You are at home now and as always in good hands, will be greatly missed.

Michael Crilly - March 09, 2019 at 10:21 AM

“

Sending my condolences may the peace of God cover you in this hard time love you
cousin

Sherdina Long - March 09, 2019 at 09:42 AM

“

I worked at ESY at Unity Elementary School when Dr. Rogers was Principal. He
always said hi to me and knew my name. My husband was dying at the time and he
took the time to listen. Anyone who came in contact with him, was a better
person...he will be missed.
Mary Fraser

Mary Fraser - March 09, 2019 at 08:12 AM

“

Wendy Rowley lit a candle in memory of Dr. Michael Rogers

Wendy Rowley - March 09, 2019 at 06:30 AM

“

Rog....as we knew him, and Dwan were good friends. Troy was a suite mate & Dawn
and I pounded that volleyball court together back at his start of his impressive
academic and outstanding basketball career at Platte College in Columbus, NE.
Additionally, we were privileged to support and have fun in the beginning of a
friendship and ultimately a loving couple who got married and had 2 very talented
sons. Rog was the most funny, loving, kind hearted man, giver to others.....just a man
who Troy and I both knew would be a great educator, husband, father. Been many
years ... we were both very sad to hear of the loss of this great man we had the
privilege to know. Our deepest sympathy to Dawn and the boys. This world has lost a
really great soul. Holly & Troy

Holly & Troy Tracy - March 09, 2019 at 03:35 AM

“

He was a one of a kind humn being, His love for his student was a one of a kind. 21
year after being his student at West middle im still touched by the compassion and
love he showed me and many other stdents who needed it. He will be missed.

Maggi windle - March 09, 2019 at 01:48 AM

“

Anna Bailey lit a candle in memory of Dr. Michael Rogers

Anna Bailey - March 08, 2019 at 11:33 PM

“

I'm one of his students and I can say Proudly that Dr. Mike Rodgers changed my life
for the better, as he did with my fellow students. I am filled with deep remorse, and
regret to say that I will never see him with all his students again in his life time. Again
I send my apologies to his family in this time of mourning.

Dayten Hogancamp - March 08, 2019 at 11:05 PM

“

Dr. Roger's was an amazing man. It touched my heart by seeing what a caring man he was
when he was out playing football with the kids at lunch and showing the students teaching
moments on videos at lunch time. He was good to everyone.
Dianne Beck - March 08, 2019 at 11:57 PM

“

When I met Dr.Roger"s his love for the students,staff,and substitutes was one of
compassion, patience and boundless energy. He exemplified his christian faith and taught
by example whenever possible. Everyone loved him and I'm thankful I told him what an
outstanding her he was and now is in heaven.
Ruth - March 12, 2019 at 06:33 PM

“

Kristina Gale lit a candle in memory of Dr. Michael Rogers

Kristina Gale - March 08, 2019 at 10:56 PM

“

I will miss that fabulous laugh and the eternal twinkle in his eyes. I will miss the
sound of his voice on the other end of the phone. I will miss my amazing friend. Rest
in peace, Doc.

Gloria James - March 08, 2019 at 10:47 PM

“

He was always there if you needed someone. He is truly one of a kind. I will never
forget playing football with him at lunch, and seeing him so happy.

Patrick - March 08, 2019 at 08:51 PM

“

I never talked much to him, but I always saw him so happy I even called it
suspicious. When I did talk for maybe a quick second, he was polite and very nice.
All the kids loved him and he'd always play outside with them. It was a good sight to
see. I moved from that school before any of that bad cancer business went on but to
hear it happening saddens me. I have much respect for him and his good life here on
earth.
I wish you the best, DH

Dorienna Raine - March 08, 2019 at 07:33 PM

“

He was always there for his studdents and he cared about all of us. He made sure
we were happy and if we weren’t the he would find a way to make sure we were. I
remember always getting called up in his office and the laughs we shared. I’m going
to miss you saying “ oh my quiet sign”. I miss and love him so much.

Mersadie Hansen - March 08, 2019 at 07:24 PM

“

he was there whenever you needed him. he hugged you if you were down. and we
will love you no matter what and we support you guys!!!

allie - March 08, 2019 at 07:11 PM

“

Dr Rogers was an amazing man, leader, friend and principal. There never was a time
I saw him that he didn't have a smile on his face. I was blessed to have him be a part
of all of my children's education. My daughter had him k-8th. I loved how he
interacted with all of his students. He would go out on recess and play with them,
from football to hopscotch! He not only has impacted the lives of myself and my
children but every person he came in contact with in such a positive way. He will be
deeply missed and never forgotten. His legacy lives on in so many people. May God
bless his family, you are all in my thoughts and prayers. Love you Dr. Rogers!!! Fly
High!!

Holly Spence-Blosch - March 08, 2019 at 07:09 PM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Dr. Michael Rogers.

March 08, 2019 at 06:50 PM

“

What a wonderful Man he was. Loved every student and treated them with respect,
honesty and compassion. He always was smiling and welcoming to everyone who he
had contact with. I have the up most respect for him and his family and am so glad
he came to the East Middle family. What a difference he made. Anyone who met him
was touched by his uniqueness and special way of letting you know you counted and
mattered to him and to East middle . He was genuine and always encouraged the
kids to make good decisions and to put your best foot forward. He saw the good in
everyone and made a difference in their life, for the better .He was a blessing to all
that had the privilege to come in contact with him and will be truly missed but not
forgotten. A true angel now free of the pain and I know he is looking down at all of us
and happy to say" I am in a better place and I will see you again my friend." That was
him. He had a way of making you feel like a close friend even if you where meeting
him for the first time...My heart goes out to his family, but please know he was truly
loved and respected by everyone at East middle. He made a huge impact, for the
better, to the kids and that is what a true man does. God blessed us with Dr. Rogers
and for that I am thankful. Peace and love to you Dr. Rogers and thank you for being
a person every student could look up to and count on. You always had their
back.....The Camarigg family

Molly Camarigg and family - March 08, 2019 at 06:29 PM

“

Shannon Perez lit a candle in memory of Dr. Michael Rogers

Shannon Perez - March 08, 2019 at 06:26 PM

“

I dont remember much of elementary school at East, but i will always remember Dr.
Rogers. He was kind to everybody. when i first moved there, I didn't know anyone,
but he always made sure that I wasn't alone. he made sure that I had friends to sit
and talk with all the time. He would come up and talk to you randomly just to see how
you were doing. if you were upset he would sit and listen and if you were excited you
could share your special news with him. He was such an amazing person and
principal. RIP Dr. Rogers.. see you again someday.

Payge Schmidt - March 08, 2019 at 06:19 PM

“

Payge Schmidt lit a candle in memory of Dr. Michael Rogers

Payge Schmidt - March 08, 2019 at 06:14 PM

“

Dr. Rogers was a awesome principle when I went to unity. He inspired me to become
a better person and to make a change in the world. I am prying for their family and
loved ones. It makes me sad that he is gone but he will always be in our hearts. #Fly
High Dr. Rogers

Irene Aguilar - March 08, 2019 at 05:48 PM

“

Dr. Rogers was my elementary school principal at Hunt Elementary. I honestly don’t
remember much about elementary school but I sure do remember him and what he
taught us, which was to be kind to one another and to treat others the way we
wanted to be treated. I always looked forward to seeing him in the hallways or at
lunchtime because he always had the biggest smile on his face, gave out high fives,
and the best hugs. Thank you for the things you taught me Dr. Rogers, you will be
missed by so many.

Jasmin Gonzalez - March 08, 2019 at 05:46 PM

“

I remember when Dr. Rogers asked me if I was new and made conversation with me
when I didn't have anyone standing in the lunch line with me. He asked me what
school I went to before I moved to Sioux City and where I used to live before I moved
here. Somehow, that conversation made my day and that I knew that someone cared
about me. Every time I saw him, he would smile and ask me what my name was
again. I didn't personally know him that well, but I wish I could've. All of us have you
in our prayers and your family. We love you.

Mertani Pius - March 08, 2019 at 05:43 PM

“

Brenda lit a candle in memory of Dr. Michael Rogers

brenda - March 08, 2019 at 05:33 PM

“

Doc never failed to put a smile on my face when I was feeling down. He always got
involved with kids and their activities. He always used to tell me to not give up on
myself even when I wanted to. One day he called me into his office and told me how
proud of me he was, for helping with the special education kids. He recognized that
kids needed this to live their lives. He never had a bad facial expression and always
was willing to help anyone that needed it. I miss him very much. Prayers to family
and friends as they go thru this hard grieving time.

Grace - March 08, 2019 at 05:29 PM

“

Miranda Galvin - March 09, 2019 at 09:31 PM

“

I will never forget the first time I met Dr. Rogers. I was bringing my daughter as a new
student for Registration for her 8th grade year at EMS. This also happened to be Dr.
Rogers first year there as well. We were getting the tour, when we heard a loud,
excited voice ringing in the hallways. It was Dr. Rogers! He was getting kids excited
about being back in school. He looked at my daughter, and said with a huge smile,
“you’re new here! What’s your name?” “Liberty Bailey” she said in a shy tone. “Well
Miss Liberty, I’m glad you’re here. I’m new here too. So we’re gonna get through this
together! What do you say?”
This man continued his connection with my daughter even after we moved to Iowa
City. He stayed in touch. He even reached out to her when her Gram died, and
expressed his sympathies to her. Though he didn’t know her personally, he knew her
through Liberty. He made sure to tell Liberty to keep a smile on her face because
sadness and tears wash away the greatest memories.
We have so many amazing memories of him, and will be forever blessed that we
were given the chance to get to know him.

Anna Bailey - March 08, 2019 at 05:20 PM

“

Thank you Dr. Rogers for making such a huge impact on child!! You were her favorite
principal!! She remembered when she was in 3rd grade at Hunt when you dressed
as The Cat In The Hat for Dr. Suess week and she said that made her like Dr. Suess
that much more!! You made such an amazing impact on so many people!! Thank you
being that positive role model many kids needed and Thank You for the amazing
impact you had on my children!! You will missed!

Tiffanie Marsh - March 08, 2019 at 05:16 PM

“

Anna Richardson sent a virtual gift in memory of Dr. Michael Rogers

anna richardson - March 08, 2019 at 05:16 PM

“

Anna Richardson lit a candle in memory of Dr. Michael Rogers

anna richardson - March 08, 2019 at 05:14 PM

“

Dr rogers was a very out going person in his job but open to others as in parents and
kids who needed more than others at boys and girls home he was my child's
princaple and a leader for her and as well for me through hunt and the other times
thank you Mr Rogers

anna richardson - March 08, 2019 at 05:08 PM

“

Dr. Rogers used to call me, "Miss Crow." I had him from 2-5th grade, and every day
he saw me, I was always Miss Crow. He is pretty much the only reason I care for that
nickname, and it reminds me of him to this day! Ever since then, I have always
believed that Doc was the greatest example of a man I could hope to know. He
inspired generations of children and adults how to love thy neighbor, be
compassionate, and to lead life with love and kindness. My childhood was all the
more positive, and subsequently my LIFE is all the better for having known him in my
youth. I am 21 years old now and I will never stop thanking him for the greatness he
bestowed upon our community. I hope he will forever be looking down on the kids
and adults who knew and loved him, and we will keep looking up. Much love to the
Rogers family.

Baylee Crow - March 08, 2019 at 04:51 PM

“

Dr.Rogers was amazing kind hearted..the greatest principle... he knew your name
even if it's been years since he saw you.. he had my middle son Nike from
kindergarten to 8th grade... he always got involved with the kids.. the shy ones came
out of there shell when dr.Rogers join all activities..love him to the moon and
beyond.. he danced like it was his last dance ..his smile is like sunshine..he is going
to be missed and he will never be forgotten.... you will always be in my heart....
condolences for his family...

Nanci Woods - March 08, 2019 at 04:44 PM

“

I dont know if he would remmber me he was princeable at Hunt elementary and east
middle. He was a great man who always had big expressions and had the biggest
smile. I remmber him always encouraging me and putting his hand on my back and
gave me a thumbs up to know i could do it. As i graduate this year Mr. Rogers i thank
you because of you and the impact youve made on my life. I was sadden to see the
facebook post of your passing. As a kid i was always amazed how tall you stood
how, kind you were, how youd always look put your hand on your chest and give us
a big thumbs up and a bright smile. You've been thru bullying with me and kept me in
check! I am so greatful to know you. I thank you Dr Rogers for those times you called
me a beautiful young lady and said id accomplish great things. Youve always been
encouraging and you will be missed very much Dr. Rogers. Ill miss you all of us will

Dianna Certain - March 08, 2019 at 04:32 PM

“

“

He would remember you cause he remembers everyone
Nanci Woods - March 08, 2019 at 04:45 PM

Doc was my biggest support when no one else was there for me and I wish I could
go back to the day of him playing humble and kind in his office. I hope to be at least
half the man he was his great soul and spirit will never be forgotten

Chance angerman - March 08, 2019 at 04:25 PM

“

He was my principal at west middle new me and my brothers by name he was the
best guy u would ever meet and I will forever miss him

ryan witzka - March 08, 2019 at 04:24 PM

“

I am so glad that I got to know Mike throughout the years working in the Sioux City
CSD. When I had to make a call at East Middle, I would walk in and often see Mike
talking, laughing, and just enjoying his time with students. The smiles that I would
see on the children's faces said it all. If you knew Mike, you knew he loved the
children and cared about them. Mike is a man that God has truly blessed and my
thoughts and prayers are with all his family, friends, colleagues, and students he
leaves behind. God speed Mike! We miss you!
Dan Spahn
Sioux City CSD

Dan Spahn - March 08, 2019 at 04:16 PM

“

EMS doesn't feel the same without Dr. Rogers. I know he would want us to push
through and move forward. Because of that, we will not live in our grief, rather honor
him with continuing to spread his love and kindess at EMS and throughout the
community. Doc we all love and miss you so much. We are better for knowing you.

March 08, 2019 at 04:11 PM

“

Sincerely, Kris & Rich Moser purchased the Sweet Liberty for the family of Dr.
Michael Rogers.

Sincerely, Kris & Rich Moser - March 08, 2019 at 04:11 PM

“

Dr Rogers (Mike) was one of the most caring concerned leaders in the Sioux City
School District. He loved HIS children with all of his heart and many of the children in
our family experienced his love and caring first hand. God Bleass you Dr Mike. You
will be missed.

Deb Hale - March 08, 2019 at 10:00 AM

“
“

Heaven gained a wonderful angel, Dr. Roger's was the best. A friend to everyone! RIP
Debbie - March 08, 2019 at 10:44 AM

Dr Rogers was one of the most caring people I know, he was always there for his students.
He had a big impact on my children and I will forever be grateful. He will truly be missed.
Vicki - March 08, 2019 at 08:48 PM

