Mary Jo Rubis
February 10, 1942 - March 27, 2022

Mary Jolene “Mary Jo” Rubis, 80, passed away Sunday, March 27, 2022, at a hospital in
Sioux Falls, South Dakota.
A visitation will be 4:00 pm to 7:00 pm Wednesday, March 30, 2022, at Christy-Smith
Funeral Homes, Larkin Chapel, 2320 Outer Drive N., with a Vigil Service at 6:30 pm. A
Funeral Mass will be 10:30 am Thursday, March 31, 2022, at Holy Cross Parish-St.
Michael Catholic Church. Burial will be in North Lawn Memorial Cemetery in Spencer, IA.
Online condolences may be expressed to the family at www.christysmith.com.
Live Streaming Links: https://www.facebook.com/holycrossparishsc/live/
https://holycrosssc.org/mary-jo-rubis-funeral
Mary Jo Severson, daughter of Henry B. and Adlyn “Steffen” Severson was born February
10, 1942, in Spencer, IA. She grew up in Ruthven, IA, graduating from Ruthven high
school. She furthered her education earning her degree from Briar Cliff College in Sioux
City, IA.
Mary Jo was united in marriage to Jerome Rubis on November 28, 1964, in Ruthven.
They lived in Sioux City until 1976 when they bought an acreage south of Hinton. Mary Jo
was a homemaker, raising the family and enjoyed attending many of her children’s
activities and events. She was an avid gardener and loved to share her fruits, vegetables,
and baked goods with family, friends, and the priest and residents at St. Michaels Church,
where she was a devout member. She enjoyed get-togethers and having a good chat with
family and friends. Later, she enjoyed many trips around the country with her friends. In
the more recent years, she enjoyed watching the birds that were well fed in her back yard.
She also enjoyed spending time with her grandchildren and loved to watch Carson build
his Lego sets.
She is survived by a daughter, Therese (Jeff) Kay of Holstein IA; two sons, Paul Rubis of
Le Mars, IA and Brian (Stacy) Rubis of Le Mars, and their children, Hailey, Brandon and
Aiden Kramer and Carson Rubis; a brother, Dave Severson of Spencer, IA; a brother-in-

law, Thomas Rubis of Streetsboro, OH; and many cousins, nieces, nephews and their
families. She was preceeded in death by her parents; her husband, Jerry (June 2014); a
brother, Don Severson; a sister-in-law, Connie Severson; and a brother-in-law, Francis
Rubis.

Previous Events
Visitation
MAR 30. 4:00 PM - 7:00 PM (CT)
Christy-Smith Funeral Homes - Larkin Chapel
2320 Outer Drive North
Sioux City, IA 51104
https://www.christysmith.com/

Parish Vigil Service
MAR 30. 6:30 PM (CT)
Christy-Smith Funeral Homes - Larkin Chapel
2320 Outer Drive North
Sioux City, IA 51104
https://www.christysmith.com/

Funeral
MAR 31. 10:30 AM (CT)
St. Michael's Catholic Church-Sioux City
2223 Indian Hills
Sioux City, IA 51106
http://www.stmichaelsc.org/

Burial
MAR 31. 2:15 PM.
North Lawn Memorial Cemetery
Spencer, IA

Tribute Wall
Christy-Smith Funeral Homes and Crematory created a Tribute Video in memory
of Mary Jo Rubis

Christy-Smith Funeral Homes - April 13 at 04:03 PM

JK

My prayers go out to the Rubis Family. I remember your
mom always smiling. I've been praying for all 3 of you and
your families.

Janet Holder Keegan - March 31 at 11:45 PM

DJ

Brian,
Even though a good number of years have passed, I will remember your mother
with great fondness.
Supporting you and your family in prayer.
Deb and Bill Jordt
Deb Jordt - March 31 at 06:07 PM

DC

My cousin Mary Jo has been a wonderful constant throughout my whole life. She
was smart, loving, kind, humble, thoughtful, encouraging, sympathetic and wise
with a quiet unassuming confidence. She had a way of understanding any given
situation, and helping and advising without judgment. Mary Jo was there for so
many, if there was a need she would be there to help with a clear path forward.
She also had a sense of adventure, doing a job that required driving all over the
country with her friend. She persevered through multiple physical ailments and
though in pain and frustrated, she always kept moving forward. She never
stopped learning, investigating anything she needed or wanted to know about.
Those included medicine, agriculture, family heritage, gardening, canning,
cooking and religion to name a few. I am always amazed at her ability to get
through the endless paperwork she encountered in many situations.
Throughout everything that came her way, her strong faith in God and her
religion, which was the constant in her life, sustained her.
It’s very difficult to talk of her in a past tense. I learned so much from her just by
knowing her and having her as a role model and I know I will continue to learn
and gain guidance as I remember her in the future.
Mary Jo Severson Rubis: a humble and amazing woman. You are missed.
Dorene Clark - March 31 at 08:43 AM

AA

My condolences goes to Mary Jo’s family.
Mary Jo was a very special woman. I came across her at Casa De Paz in the little
Hair Salon from that moment on Mary and I had a beautiful bond.
10am every Saturday morning Mary would pull up to my salon with my favorite
Vanilla iced coffee and waited for me to come out to lift her walker out and walk in
with her. She would share stories about her family and sometimes she would
even pull out a camera so I could put a face to the names. She talked highly
about her neighbor and how he was always so kind to help her get to
appointments.
Mary Jo was excited for her 80th birthday Unfortunately I didn’t get to see her but
I called her and my 5 children sang happy birthday to her and you could hear the
happiness in her voice. I spoke to her last week and she told me she did get a
wonderful cake for her birthday made by her daughter in law and how delicious it
was.
I wanted to share because she talked so highly of her family.
She will be missed by many.
Ashley Anderson - March 31 at 12:28 AM

SV

Condolences to Mary Jo’s family. We were classmates in Ruthven all through
school. She was one of those good people who was always on an even keel and
kept us all in line. It wasn’t easy. Looking at her picture, I can see that, like me,
she turned into her mother. Rest In Peace,
Sandra Sturdevant Vedane - March 30 at 11:06 PM



Crystal Cross Bouquet was purchased for the family of Mary Jo
Rubis.

March 30 at 02:48 PM



Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Mary Jo Rubis.

March 30 at 12:16 AM

Our sympathy to the entire Rubis/Severson Family,
Mary Jo was such a dear lady. Much like her mother. She loved to keep in touch
with extended family and we were fortunate to be a part of that family. Through
her I learned more of my Steffen roots.
When our Uncle Bernard and Aunt Dona were struggling. Mary Jo, stepped in to
help them transition to assisted living and take them to appointments. She was a
Good Samaritan too many.
She was also a great friend to my sister Joanne and they visited often on the
phone. I'm sure they are now having a great chat in heaven. Since Jo's passing in
Dec 2019, I was blessed with phone calls and chats by email or fb.
Even though she had several health issues over the years, she never once
complained and kept on inspiring others to do the same. We were blessed to
have her in our lives.
Much love and sympathy,
Cheryl (Ginsbach) Prunty and family.
Cheryl Prunty - March 29 at 08:29 PM

BS

So sorry for your loss! I know Mom and Mary Jo enjoyed their getaways! And
maybe Dad and Jerry, too
Thoughts and prayers to all of you
Becky and Doug Schoenrock - March 29 at 01:20 PM

