Kelli Fernando
October 2, 1967 - October 24, 2018

On October 24, 2018, Kelli Fernando, age 51, died unexpectedly from an unforeseen
complication after a successful major surgery. She was spending the morning talking with
a friend, sharing the easy laugh that came readily, even when she was in the hospital.
Funeral services will be held at St. Peter Catholic Church in Jefferson SD at 10:30 a.m.,
Sat., Nov. 3rd. A visitation will be held at St. Teresa of Calcutta (995 Sioux Point Road) in
Dakota Dunes from 5-8 p.m., Friday, Nov. 2nd with a rosary at 7:00 p.m. and a vigil
service immediately following.
Kelli grew up in Neligh, Nebraska, graduated from Neligh-Oakdale High School, and later
Briar Cliff College. She is survived by her husband of 27 years, Emile Fernando, by her
two sons, Alex and Brian, by her parents, Ron and Fran Gilg, by her siblings, Matt and
Jennifer Gilg, her grandson Noah and by dozens of friends and neighbors who will never
forget her. One made the comment that Kelli made everyone feel like they were her best
friend. That summed her up perfectly.
Kelli was a rare person who could say she lived with no regrets. She worked for most of
her career at Verizon Business and its previous incarnations, accepting each change in
ownership and management with grace. When the company last went on strike, she was
even prepared to climb the telephone poles. She tackled projects with stunning efficiency,
from organizing sand-bagging efforts to ward off flood waters in her neighborhood to
planning family reunions. She was at ease with a large crowd, and regularly welcomed
friends and family into her home for memorable gatherings.
Kelli loved her family completely, accepting their quirks and hobbies with no judgment and
a big dose of humor. She loved to sing and gave of that gift freely; especially to young
people she mentored. Friends and family will miss that voice, her laughter, her big parties,
her fantastic cooking, her unmatched planning abilities, and the love she spread as she
moved through the world.
In lieu of flowers, the family has set up a Kelli Fernando Memorial account at Security
National Bank SD to collect funds to first sponsor the music program of St. Theresa of
Calcutta in Dakota Dunes, in memory of Kelli’s contributions to the music ministry she so
dearly loved.

Events
NOV
2

Visitation

05:00PM - 08:00PM

Saint Teresa of Calcutta - North Sioux City
995 Sioux Point Rd, North Sioux City, SD, US, 57049

NOV
2

Rosary

07:00PM

Saint Teresa of Calcutta - North Sioux City
995 Sioux Point Rd, North Sioux City, SD, US, 57049

NOV
2

Vigil

07:15PM

Saint Teresa of Calcutta - North Sioux City
995 Sioux Point Rd, North Sioux City, SD, US, 57049

NOV
3

Funeral

10:30AM

St. Peter Catholic Church
402 Main Street PO Box 188, Jefferson, SD, US, 57038

Comments

“

Sidney Konda and Family (Verizon) purchased the Divine Peace Bouquet for the
family of Kelli Fernando.

Sidney Konda and Family (Verizon) - November 02, 2018 at 07:54 PM

“

Emile, Alex and Brian, sending prayers to you and your family that you find peace
and comfort. Kelli has been my manager at Verizon for over 4+ years for the iVUE
team. She was a joy to work with and always made our day brighter with her laughter
and positive attitude. She will be dearly missed.

Scott Lueck - November 02, 2018 at 02:59 PM

“

Serene Retreat was purchased for the family of Kelli Fernando.

November 02, 2018 at 11:26 AM

“

Oh what a beautiful being!!!
Little did we know, how you won us to get behind your efforts
Wait, wait...
Compassionate in her heart, obliging words, giggles in her face.
Oh what a beautiful being!!!

JSairam - November 01, 2018 at 10:52 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Kelli Fernando.

November 01, 2018 at 10:41 PM

“

Emile & family,
I am saddened to learn of Kelli's untimely passing. I have fond memories of both of
you. You are all in my thoughts & prayers.
-Scott Wullschleger

Scott Wullschleger - November 01, 2018 at 02:11 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Kelli Fernando.

November 01, 2018 at 01:17 PM

“

Chitrani Jayasekera and Family purchased the Guiding Light Bouquet for the family
of Kelli Fernando.

Chitrani Jayasekera and Family - November 01, 2018 at 11:19 AM

“

From: Jayaruwani Fernando purchased the Arrive in Style for the family of Kelli
Fernando.

From: Jayaruwani Fernando - November 01, 2018 at 01:18 AM

“

The Cooks (Chester, UK) & The Misheks' (Omaha, NE) purchased the Fairest of All
for the family of Kelli Fernando.

The Cooks (Chester, UK) & The Misheks' (Omaha, NE) - October 31, 2018 at 11:52 PM

“

I went to High School with Kelli but didnt really get to know her til after we graduated
and became parents. She often times left her boys with her parents in Neligh when
she traveled. Because her parents worked, they asked me to babysit. I had Alex and
Brian at my house off and on when they were little. They developed a bond with my
youngest son over the years. If my son wasnt with the Fernando family when they
returned to Neligh for visits, they were at our house. Kelli treated my son like one of
hers. We also visited them at there home. I learned alot about Kelli from those visits.
She invited us in and treated us like family as she did with many. Her big garden and
how she would share her bounty with others was so gracious. Her hospitality and
delicious food. Her love for the Huskers and Alex's awesome Husker room. Her laid
back appearance but she always had everything planned out. Her love of life and the
way she lived it to the fullest. Her love for singing and the most important love was
that of her family. Rest in peace dear Kelli.

Roechelle Born Reuss - October 31, 2018 at 11:34 PM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Kelli Fernando.

October 31, 2018 at 09:17 PM

“

Emile, Ron, Fran, Jennifer, Matt, (All of Kelli's family and friends) Where to begin?
We had lost touch through out the years, but that does not mean that I did not fondly
think of Kelli often and the great times we had as friends thru church and coworkers
at First State Bank in Oakdale! What great memories. One of the most comical
memory that comes to mind was her love of music and Billy Joel and betting our
boss at the time, Tim Riewer, that she was one day going to marry him (Billy Joel).
She was so certain of this that she wrote it down on a piece of paper, and I believe
even had Kris E notarize and place in a locked safe deposit box for "safe" keeping. I
wonder whatever happened to that piece of paper? Then she met Emile, the love of
her life and the story goes on! Rest in peace sweet lady. You are forever in my
thoughts. I will remember your beautiful voice forever!
Tina Schapmann Johnson, Northwood, Iowa

Tina Johnson - October 31, 2018 at 01:51 PM

“

Sweet Sincerity was purchased for the family of Kelli Fernando.

October 31, 2018 at 12:11 PM

“

My name is Steve. I am Kelli’s British brother-in law, and I would like to take up some
of your time to tell you something of what made Kelli so special to me and to my
family. Spoiler alert, I may say much of this again, in person, if given the privilege of
doing so.
I first met Kelli when she visited my wife and I as part of a tour of the UK, when
marriage to Emile was on the horizon. Perhaps the plan was that she would meet
this awful person that was part of Emile’s extended family, and be put off.
Our first visit to the USA was in order to be present at that wedding. It was at the
wedding that I learned that Kelli could Sing (capital S). From the look on Emile’s face

as she drew breath to start, you’d think that ‘d only just learned this as well.
It was Kelli’s enthusiasm, drive and organisational skills that drove many of our
subsequent visits. Kelli it was who proudly showed us so many of the natural
wonders of America. Without Kelli, I doubt that I would have seen so much of what,
to this outsider, makes America so splendid. Kelli showed us natural wonders: the
Grand Canyon, the Badlands, and wildlife on the Florida coast. She showed us manmade wonders: Sea World, Cape Carnaveral, the Hoover Dam, Las Vegas and, of
course, the Blue Bunny Ice Cream factory. She also showed us a very special gem,
the Neligh Nebraska County Fair. That reinforced to me one of America’s great
strengths, the sense of community in rural areas. The fair provided very contrasting
exhibits. There were some truly magnificent fully-fledged American quilts, and, in the
vegetable section, amongst other produce an unabashed, lone, potato. It also
provided our first live experience of what our son told us should be the next Olympic
sport – a Demolition Derby.
As well as showing us so many of the fine sights to be seen here, Kelli taught us
about America’s greatest resource: its people. It should come as no surprise to
anyone that I came to regard Kelli as epitomising the very best.
Kelli had extraordinary drive, energy, and zest for everything in life. Whatever she
was doing, whether it was work, play, or supporting the Cornhuskers (which seemed,
at times, to be both), she did it to the maximum. It was a full-fat, high caffeine, and
turn the amplifier to eleven life. It was as magnificent to behold as it was tiring to
follow.
Perhaps few people realise that Kelli must have been a master of Quantum Physics.
Unlike Schrodinger’s cat, which could only superimpose two states, Kelli was the
consummate time and project manager. I have been made to feel welcome as a
guest whilst Kelli worked on IT projects, ran conference calls to get work out of the
unwilling, grew vegetables, ran the house, got the laundry done, cleared up the
aftermath of the great flood, and cooked generous quantities of the foodstuff whose
fame has crossed the Atlantic, Auntie Kelli’s cookies.
Of course, this enthusiasm could over-reach. When we were discussing a visit to the
UK, Kelli did prove her American credentials by asking “Can’t we do the Tower of
London and the British Museum in one day? The answer, for anyone planning a visit,
is that you can, but you’ll miss out badly by doing so.
I loved Kelli for her extraordinary generosity and the way in which she showered
others with time, kindness, and her wonderful company. The amount of herself that
she was able to give to Church, charity and community, yet still have (or create?)
more left over for family and friends will never cease to amaze me.
To pause for reflection: Was Kelli the only American doing all these things? Of
course, the answer to that is no, but for me, she was the best at it. It is people doing
as Kelli did that make America a great country. Some sad thoughts: Not everybody
even tries to do this, and anywhere would be a better place for Kelli and others doing
as she did. Now, for us, the saddest thought of all: Just maybe someone up above
agreed with what I have just said.
Stephen Cook - October 31, 2018 at 11:58 AM

“

Our sincere sympathy, thoughts and prayers are with Kelli's family. We were
neighbors to her grandparents, Fritz and Maralee Gilg of Atkinson, NE.
Dennis & Roxanne Salyers Ryan

D & R Ryan - October 31, 2018 at 11:43 AM

“

Sweetest Sunrise Bouquet was purchased for the family of Kelli Fernando.

October 31, 2018 at 11:30 AM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Kelli Fernando.

October 31, 2018 at 10:20 AM

“

Florist Choice Bouquet was purchased for the family of Kelli Fernando.

October 31, 2018 at 02:16 AM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Kelli Fernando.

October 31, 2018 at 02:15 AM

“

Your friend, Nate Muhlbach purchased the Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum for the
family of Kelli Fernando.

Your friend, Nate Muhlbach - October 30, 2018 at 10:46 PM

“

IT Colleagues at Verizon purchased the Strength & Solace Spray for the family of
Kelli Fernando.

IT Colleagues at Verizon - October 30, 2018 at 06:46 PM

“

I got to know Kelli very well this year in working with her at Verizon and would chat
with her several times a week. The most important thing I came to expect from my
time with Kelli was a good story and plenty of laughter. She was a blessing to us here
at work, so I can only imagine the positive impacts she's had on her friends and
family "Way Up North" in the Dakota's. She will be greatly missed by all!
Mike Kidwell

Mike Kidwell - October 30, 2018 at 04:31 PM

“

Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for the family of Kelli Fernando.

October 30, 2018 at 04:24 PM

“

Manju,Eddie the twins, Bat, Raj, Deepa, and Sam purchased the Divine Peace
Bouquet for the family of Kelli Fernando.

Manju,Eddie the twins, Bat, Raj, Deepa, and Sam - October 30, 2018 at 01:04 PM

“

Kelli was one of the nicest persons I met long time ago when I visited Emile before
they got married. I only knew her very briefly but I still remember her beautiful smile.
Hoping to see her again some day soon on the resurrection morning at Christ's
second coming. Rest In Peace.

Shelton Donald - October 30, 2018 at 03:31 AM

“

Emile and family, I was shocked and saddened to hear this news. I have fond
memories of Kelli and Emile from our BCC days. Kelli always had a smile for
everyone. May God bring you peace and comfort in the days ahead. Jennifer
(Denning) Kock.

Jennifer Kock - October 29, 2018 at 08:43 PM

“

Emile and family,
Thoughts and prayers from our family to yours. She will missed dearly but her joyous
laugh and positive attitude will remain with our memories forever. One of my
memorable moments with Kelli was going to the top of the Empire State building with
her while we were working on a Verizon project together in New York. Another is
when she and Emile took me an others from Verizon out to dinner in Colorado
Springs when out for a reserve assignment. She was so thoughtful of others and kind
hearted. I will ski a few runs for you Kelli this winter and enjoy your Christmas CD
over the holidays.
With our deepest sympathies,
Eric and Julie Mackay along with many, many others at Verizon

Eric Mackay - October 29, 2018 at 05:54 PM

“

Terri Sanderson lit a candle in memory of Kelli Fernando

Terri Sanderson - October 29, 2018 at 04:37 PM

“

Emile, Very sorry for your loss, I am glad i was able to know Kelli, She will be missed.
- Bruce V

Bruce Veneziani - October 29, 2018 at 12:32 PM

“

Pink Tribute Spray was purchased for the family of Kelli Fernando.

October 29, 2018 at 11:46 AM

“

Emile, I am so very sorry for your loss. Thoughts and prayers are with you and your
family during this difficult time. Joan (Col Gonzalez)

Joan Gonzalez - October 29, 2018 at 11:15 AM

“

Emile, All of your friends from the 710th Air Force Reserves want to extending our
deepest sympathy in your loss. Our thoughts and prayers are with You and Your
Family. Steve Gambaiana

Steve Gambaiana - October 29, 2018 at 10:59 AM

“

Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for the family of Kelli Fernando.

October 29, 2018 at 10:24 AM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Michael Genoff - October 29, 2018 at 09:02 AM

“

Emile,
My thoughts and prayers are with you during this time of loss.
Anna Sewell

Anna - October 29, 2018 at 08:59 AM

“

Andy Beyer lit a candle in memory of Kelli Fernando

Andy Beyer - October 29, 2018 at 06:55 AM

“

Sending our thoughts and prayers to the family. Many years my parents lived next
door to Kelli's grandparents, Fritz and Marilee Gilg. Our sincere sympathy.

Dennis & Roxanne Salyers Ryan - October 28, 2018 at 08:03 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Kelli Fernando.

October 28, 2018 at 06:22 PM

“

I have no words to say how truly shocked and saddened I am to hear this. Kelli was a
special person who was always willing to help others. May your special memories
with her give you comfort in the days ahead. Much love from the Risdal's.

Lori Risdal - October 28, 2018 at 01:12 PM

“

Guiding Light Bouquet was purchased for the family of Kelli Fernando.

October 28, 2018 at 12:42 PM

“

Kelli’s serving heart, radiant smile & glorious gift of music she shared with all of us
were such blessings! Our sympathy & prayers to you Emile, Brian & Alex! ~ Jerry &
Tanya Rasmussen

Tanya Rasmussen - October 27, 2018 at 06:16 PM

“

DEAREST FERNANDO FAMILY,
WE WILL HAVE FATHER DECARLO (OF TEC) SAY A MASS FOR YOU AND WILL
CONTRIBUTE TO THE MEMORIAL FUND. SO SORRY THIS SAD EVENT
REMINDED US OF YOUR DES MOINES YEARS AND HAPPIER DAYS. THE
HINZES WITH GREAT SYMPATHY AND AFFECTION.

PAT HINZ - October 27, 2018 at 03:13 PM

“

Emile, you and your family are in our thoughts and prayers. We always enjoyed
seeing you and Kelli when we were at St. Teresa's church. I loved singing with her at
Briar Cliff and hearing her leas music at Mass. We will have Masses said in her
memory here in Ankeny. She was a beautiful person and we were blessed with
knowing her. God bless you all and comfort you! Sincerely, Jackie and Joe (Wente)
Carey

Jackie Carey - October 27, 2018 at 10:23 AM

“

Thought and many Prayers go out to Emile and family!! Kelli was such a caring and
beautiful lady!!!

sue vanderveen - October 27, 2018 at 10:12 AM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Kelli Fernando.

October 27, 2018 at 09:07 AM

“

My most vivid memory of Kelli is when she and Mindy White sang a duet at district
music contest portraying 2 cats singing and insulting one another. Both young
women had beautiful voices and such stage presence......I think this was during their
junior or senior year of high school at Neligh. The lovely photo on the left shows the
smile that was ever a part of her. My heart aches for the family, and I pray Our Lord
would comfort you with His everlasting Arms.

Sue Meyer - October 27, 2018 at 01:46 AM

“

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the family of Kelli Fernando.

October 27, 2018 at 01:40 AM

“

From Rohan, Ramona, Nihal, and Michelle purchased the Dawn of Remembrance
Basket for the family of Kelli Fernando.

From Rohan, Ramona, Nihal, and Michelle - October 26, 2018 at 06:31 PM

“

I knew both Kelli and Emil from my time at Briar Cliff and then again at St. Teresas.
They were always so ready to lend a helping hand and Kelli had such a great fund
raise with her CD. My prayers are with the family at this sad time.
Gen Quinn

Genece Quinn - October 26, 2018 at 04:09 PM

“

Glorious Memories Garland was purchased for the family of Kelli Fernando.

October 26, 2018 at 03:14 PM

“

Lavender Tribute Casket Spray was purchased for the family of Kelli Fernando.

October 26, 2018 at 03:06 PM

“

Your Light Shines was purchased for the family of Kelli Fernando.

October 26, 2018 at 01:47 PM

“

Kelli was a shining light to everyone she encountered. I met her while she was a
student at Briar Cliff and came to me looking for a job. I hired her at her first interview
to work as a clerk for Corbett Anderson Law Firm. Even after she left the firm, we
remained friends and shared her joy in marrying Emile, and the joyousness she felt
on the birth of Alex and Brian. She loved her family deeply; she always spoke of
them with such caring and heartfelt gratitude to God for having such a wonderful
family
My heart aches for Emile, Alex, Brian, her parents, brother and sister, and all the
people who loved her. It was a blessing being Kelli's friend for so many years. She is
gone too soon.
Cindy Hesse

Cindy Hesse - October 26, 2018 at 12:30 PM

“

My heart goes out to your family and friends. When I met Kelli (since September 16),
she spoke with so much love for her family. Her love for music was evident. May
Christ be your source of comfort and strength. ~Monica Elsinger

Monica - October 26, 2018 at 12:12 PM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Kelli Fernando.

October 26, 2018 at 11:57 AM

“

So sorry for your loss. Kelli will be missed by many. Prayers and hugs sent to all. Kim
Worley classmate 85.

Kim Worley - October 26, 2018 at 11:29 AM

“

I am so very sorry to hear of Kelli's passing. I always enjoyed singing with her in
Choralation. Prayers for comfort and peace to your entire family.
Rick Larson

Rick Larson - October 26, 2018 at 10:24 AM

“

So terrible sorry to hear of Kelli’s passing. Prayers and love. Shelby Clark (8SW
Mercy)

Shelby Clark - October 26, 2018 at 10:03 AM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Kelli Fernando.

October 26, 2018 at 09:44 AM

“

We were so very sorry to hear about Kelli. Our love, thoughts, and prayers are with
you all. Linda/Jeff Torticill

Torticill - October 25, 2018 at 07:32 PM

“

Torticill lit a candle in memory of Kelli Fernando

Torticill - October 25, 2018 at 07:29 PM

