Eric Todd Riley
January 27, 1974 - March 5, 2021

Eric “Doghouse” Riley joined his final band on March 5, 2021 in Sioux City. Visitation will
be Thursday, March 11, from 4-7 PM with a memorial service at 7 PM at St. Mark Lutheran
Church, 5200 Glenn Avenue with Pr. David Halaas presiding. Cremation has taken place
under the direction of Christy-Smith Morningside. A memorial jam session is being
planned for this summer.
Seating will be limited for the service and facemasks are required in the building. The
service will be streamed live on St. Mark’s Facebook page and broadcast on FM 98.1 in
the church parking lot.
Eric was born January 27, 1974 in Mayfield, KY to Clarence and DeeEtta Riley. The family
moved back to Sioux City in 1977. Eric attended Sioux City schools, graduated from East
High in 1992 and attended Morningside College. He was married to Monique (SandersRiley) Westerhold and had three children, Jade, Dylan and Ella, who were his pride and
joy.
Eric was a fine musician and outstanding bass player who embraced all genres of music
and could play any of them. He started playing bass in bands in middle school and never
stopped.
Survivors include his children, Jade, Dylan and Ella; his mom {Yo’ Momma}(Pat Cheever),
brother Charlie (Molly) Riley, sister Amanda (Jon) Bellis, numerous aunts, uncles, nieces,
nephews, cousins and a plethora of friends and musicians.
Eric was preceded in death by his dad, Clarence, Grandaddy Gene and Grandma Sue
Riley, Grandpa Cal and Grandma Grace Steffe, and other family.
In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to the American Heart Association, the Sioux
City Conservatory of Music or St. Mark.
Eric loved his family, friends, music and baseball.

He will surely be missed. The memories and music he left us with are more than just notes
on a page. They are also written in our collective hearts.
Rock in Peace.

Events
MAR
11

Visitation

04:00PM - 07:00PM

St. Mark Lutheran Church
5200 Glenn Ave, Sioux City, IA, US, 51106

MAR
11

Memorial Service

07:00PM

St. Mark Lutheran Church
5200 Glenn Ave, Sioux City, IA, US, 51106

Comments

“

DeEtta and Family,
I am so saddened to hear of Eric's passing. Please know I'm sending prayers for
your family.
Connie Doscher

Connie Doscher - March 11 at 11:34 AM

“

Eric was a good guy, always gave of himself. I am sorry he's gone and wish peace to
his family! Thanks for sharing him with us!

Julie Fischer - March 09 at 09:45 PM

“

Sorry to hear of Eric's untimely passing. I recently became aware that he had
become ill and that a recovery was unlikely. Several years ago he was playing at a
local pub who was having a Summer outdoor concert. Eric was in the band. It was
hot so, I had an ice cold brew sent to him on the flatbed stage. During the next break
he came down to express his gratitude and thank me for it. RIP Eric. Your family &
friends will miss you.

Gene A Wickey - March 09 at 07:40 AM

“

“

So sorry to hear about Eric. My prayers and thoughts are with you all.
Karen Arnold - March 09 at 07:23 PM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Eric Todd Riley.

March 09 at 03:24 AM

“

It has been a long time since high school swim practices and All State music
rehearsals! Eric was a very talented guy. My condolences to all in his family. Ben
Reinking

Ben Reinking - March 08 at 09:51 PM

“

Shelley Brauninger lit a candle in memory of Eric Todd Riley

Shelley Brauninger - March 08 at 09:45 PM

“

My condolences to the family. So sorry Charlie and Molly, hugs

Shelley Brauninger - March 08 at 09:44 PM

“

Deborah F Hale lit a candle in memory of Eric Todd Riley

Deborah F Hale - March 08 at 04:15 PM

“

DeeEtta, Jade, Ella and Dylan - many sympathies for all of you and your families.
May God send you peace and comfort. Deb Hale

Deborah F Hale - March 08 at 04:14 PM

“

DeeEtta, We are so sorry to read of Eric’s death. Please know that prayers and
sympathy are coming your way for strength and comfort. May God wrap his arms
around you. Carolyn and Terry Smith.

Carolyn Smith - March 08 at 02:35 PM

“

Julie Kaatz lit a candle in memory of Eric Todd Riley

Julie Kaatz - March 08 at 12:57 PM

“

Sweet Solace Spray was purchased for the family of Eric Todd Riley.

March 08 at 10:20 AM

“

Please accept my sympathies at this sad time. I met Eric when we were playing on
the Eddie Skeets band. I remember his amazing talent, especially at his young age.
One night, Eddie was driving his new van back to Sioux City from The Surf Ballroom
in Clear Lake. It was freezing outside and we both asked Eddie to turn up the heat,
to no avail. We were so cold. When we got to Pocahontas for a pit stop, Eddie
announced that he had the vent on instead of the heat. We laughed about that the
rest of the way home. I hope the memories you have of Eric can give you peace. I
will keep you in my thoughts and prayers.

Laura Hanna - March 07 at 07:45 PM

“

My deepest sympathy to his family and musical family. Although Eric and I never actually
got to play in a band together, we definitely supported each other in our musical careers.
We talked a few times back in 2017 and wanted to try to put something together. I really
regret that it never happened. He was a huge talent and an all around great guy. May you
rest in peace my friend.
Rebekka Sand - March 08 at 02:31 PM

