Elem Ford
December 1, 1928 - January 30, 2019

Elem Ford Sr., 90, of Sioux City, died Jan. 30, 2019, at home, surrounded by family,
following a lengthy illness.
Service will be 11 a.m. Saturday at Mt. Zion Missionary Baptist Church, with Rev. Willie
Ray Ford and Rev. Jeremy F. Robertson, Sr. officiating. Burial will be in Logan Park
Cemetery. Visitation will be 4 to 8 p.m. Friday, with the family present 6 to 8 p.m. and a
prayer service at 6:45 p.m., at Morningside Chapel, Christy-Smith Funeral Homes, 1801
Morningside Ave. Condolences can be left for the family online at www.christysmith.com.
Mr. Ford was born Dec. 1, 1928, in Lisman, Ala., to Hilliard and Jeannie (Keeton) Ford. He
attended school in Yantley, Ala. Elem married Egellow Coleman on Oct. 30, 1948, in
Meridian, Miss. She passed away Jan. 10, 1996. He worked construction for many years
and later worked for IBP as a lead man on the production line, retiring in 1995 after 30
years with the company.
Elem was the pastor and bishop of Mt. Sinai Holiness Church for more than 40 years.
Preaching of love and faith, a passage from his favorite scripture Psalms 121: "I will lift up
mine eyes to the hills, from whence cometh my help. My help cometh from the Lord, which
made heaven and earth." Bishop Ford enjoyed spending time preaching the gospel and
with family and friends. He loved to praise the Lord and continued to do so until God
called him home.
He is survived by his four sons, Elem Ford, Jr., Steve Ford, Robert Ford and Kelvin Ford,
all of Sioux City; six daughters, Dollie Ford and Pamela Ford, of Dallas, Texas, Kathy
James and Anita Ford of Sioux City, Laurie and her husband, Jerry Brown, of O’Fallon,
Mo., and Frances Ford of St. Charles, Mo.; a brother, Freddie Ford, Sr., of Yantley; 22
grandchildren; 25 great-grandchildren; and several great-great-grandchildren.
He was preceded in death by his parents, Hilliard and Jeannie Ford; wife, Egellow; two
sons, Adam and Tommy Ford; three daughters, Mary Louise Henderson, Cornelia Sue
Ford and Lorraine Ford; two brothers, Willie James Ford and Wardell Ford; and a son-inlaw, Clifton Henderson.
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First Visitation

04:00PM - 08:00PM

Christy-Smith Funeral Homes - Morningside Chapel
1801 Morningside Avenue, Sioux City, IA, US, 51106-0526

FEB
8

Prayer Service

06:45PM

Christy-Smith Funeral Homes - Morningside Chapel
1801 Morningside Avenue, Sioux City, IA, US, 51106-0526
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Second Visitation 10:00AM - 11:00AM
Mt. Zion Baptist Church
1421 Geneva, Sioux City, IA, US, 51103
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Funeral

11:00AM

Mt. Zion Baptist Church
1421 Geneva, Sioux City, IA, US, 51103

Comments

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Elem Ford.

February 08 at 09:40 AM

“

My Condolences Ford Family from the youngest to the oldest.
Ap Pelkey
523 Market St.

Ap Pelkey - February 08 at 07:46 AM

“

To the Ford Family,
May God fill your hearts with comfort. Your father was a God Fearing Man and the
love he had for his family was unmeasurable. The integrity of his character was
always at the highest standards that never wavered. The community has lost a giant
but heaven gained a servant. God whispered Well Done, you can put on your robe
and your crown
I encourage the family to remember the memories and walk as your father walk, and
love one another as he loved
Love Anjanette McCall

Anjanette McCall - February 07 at 11:26 PM

“

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the family of Elem Ford.

February 07 at 06:45 PM

“

I had the privilege to meet Mr Ford. Highly spoken of and regarded by His Grand
daughter Donnisha James. I was invited one 4th of July where I met Mr Ford. We
ended up taking a walk to the end of the road and back. He didn't say much but
when he spoke on our walk he asked if I was a close friend of the family and if I loved
the Lord. I thank God for Him because of the everlasting impressions he has left on
Donnisha James in which she reaches for in times of need and happiness. May God
continually bless the Ford Family. For this Family has been truly Blessed to be led by
a virtuous Man of God Rev. ELEM FORD. May his spirit Lead and Live Forever
Amen.

Michael Ervin - February 07 at 06:19 PM

“

“

Thank you so much for those kind words that means a lot to me. I love you.
Donnisha - February 08 at 12:14 AM

There are too many memories to narrow it down... ... I will always and forever
remember the Ford family and my Pastor & his amazing wife... ...Rest well Pastor...
...and from myself & my siblings, We love you Ford family...

Marla DeLoach - February 07 at 05:25 PM

“

To the Ford family,
Bishop has left a legacy in Sioux City from the "Hallelujah" to the "Saved, Sanctified
& Filled with the Holyghost" proclamations! The memories of Mt. Siani family will
always be treasured. God's peace to you all.
Evangelist Monique (Woods) Scarlett, Eric Sudduth & family.

Monique Scarlett - February 07 at 07:49 AM

“

I want to offer condolences to the Ford family for the loss of a great man. I first met
Elem, (and Willie) in 1972 at IBP. What a great man he was. He always worked hard
and set an example to those around him. I later crossed paths with Elem (and again
Willie) while working at another plant in the Sioux City area. As always Elem was his
wonderful self and held high self esteem in his person and his work ethic. Although I
haven't seen Elem in many years it is important for you to know that I thought of him
often. He had a big impact on me...how to live life and take each day as it comes. He
was such a positive force in this world. Not many men come along in life like the type
of person he was. I know you are very proud of him and miss him but we will see him
again someday - of that I am very sure.

God Bless the Ford family.

Dave Langley
Springfield, Va.
Dave Langley - February 03 at 03:00 PM

“

Thank you very much My Langley for your kind words and thoughts of my grandpa, it
means so much to me and my family to know that he has touched so many people lives,
God bless you!!
Estherhenderson - February 03 at 07:46 PM

“

your Strength of Nature Family. purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the family of Elem
Ford.

your Strength of Nature Family. - February 01 at 11:24 AM

“

Rev. Ford officiated our wedding over forty years ago. I reminded him of this day and
his reply was; "I put them together good, don't I?" Yes he did. A very kind, spiritual
man.
Flora M. Lee (Rudy "Rick" Lee, Jr.)

Flora M Lee - February 01 at 11:02 AM

“
“

“

Thank you so much for your thoughts and prayers, Mrs Lee
Estherhenderson - February 03 at 07:47 PM

Thank you for those kind words I had no idea he officiated your wedding. What a blessing.
Donnisha - February 08 at 12:11 AM

I don't even know where to start!! I truly feel like I have been having a bad dream that
won't go away!! My grandpa helped build me into the loving, caring, respectful
person that I am today!! his prayers for me and my family it's what got me through a
lot of tough times that I was facing. The tears start to flow every time that I think I
about not getting to speak to him anymore to tell him that I love him and I need him
to pray for me. He was truly a second father to me and it hurts so bad, my heart
aches for him. Of course, I don't want him to be suffering anymore and know how he
longed to be with grandma, mom his kids and parents!! I would have given anything
to talk to him one last time, to hug him. He is truly everything, that I look for in a
husband, partner, soul mate, family is everything to me and my grandpa was a big
part of my family, he always to me that he wanted me to be happy and get
everything, that I could get out of life. I know he will continually be in my heart,
forever and always I will love, you your granddaughter Esther. R.I.P. Grandpa

Esther - February 01 at 06:02 AM

