Benjamin L. Flathers
September 19, 1941 - November 16, 2021

Benjamin L. Flathers, 80, of Correctionville passed away on Tuesday, November 16, 2021
at MercyOne Siouxland Medical Center.
A visitation will be 9:00 am to 11:00 am Wednesday, December 29, 2021, at Christy-Smith
Funeral Homes, Larkin Chapel, 2320 Outer Dr. North, followed by a Celebration of Life
service at 11:00 am at Christy-Smith, Larkin Chapel. Online condolences may be
expressed to the family at www.christysmith.com.
Ben was born on September 19, 1941 to Max and Vera (Klingensmith) Flathers. He grew
up in the Rock Branch area near Correctionville, where he graduated from high school. He
was enlisted in the army reserves from 1967 to 1971. Ben and Bonnie (Beeman) Flathers
were united in marriage on July 14, 1967.
Ben was a farmer and entrepreneur. He enjoyed trying new methods of farming and
became a farmer/dealer for Nutra-Flo fertilizer, DeKalb seed and Buffalo farm equipment
companies. He was inducted in the Ridge Till Hall of Fame. Ben was very proud to be
living on the Flathers’ Family Heritage Farm which was founded in 1867.
He was an active member of Rock Branch United Methodist Church where he taught
Sunday School classes and was involved in church leadership. He was also on the board
of the Rock Branch Fairfield Cemetery. Ben was a member and chaplain of The Gideons
International, and was the leader of distributing Bibles in the local area.
Ben enjoyed church and Gideon activities, as well as spending time with neighbors,
friends and family. He also enjoyed fixing up antique cars, antique tractors, buggies and
other antiques, and donated several family heirlooms including the covered wagon and log
cabin to the Grand Meadows Heritage Center. Ben had been active in supporting the
Woodbury County Fair and 4-H activities through the years. He loved to learn how to do
something new and was always willing to extend a helping hand or his time to anyone who
needed it.

Ben is survived by his wife, Bonnie of Correctionville; daughter, Julie Ummach of Waukee,
Iowa; daughter, Debby (Paul) Koster of Urbandale, Iowa; three granddaughters, Sarah
Ummach of Fort Worth, Texas, Rachel Koster of Urbandale, and Anna Koster of
Urbandale; and a sister, Nancy Howland of The Villages, Florida. Ben was preceded in
death by his parents, Max and Vera Flathers.
In lieu of flowers, memorials may be directed to The Gideons International.
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11:00AM

Christy-Smith Funeral Homes - Larkin Chapel
2320 Outer Drive North, Sioux City, IA, US, 51104

Comments

“

Ben has been a friend and member of my church family for years. He has been
celebrating Jesus's birthday this year completely restored in love and victory!
He will be greatly missed by his family and friends but we are all celebrating with him.
Please, Bonnie, if there is anything at all I can do for you, do not hesitate to reach
out! I am available for whatever you might need. Mona

Mona Yanacheak - December 28, 2021 at 05:01 PM

“

Ben was truly a man of God who shared his faith by living for Christ. Lynn and I are thankful
for you, Bonnie, and,also, Ben. May you find solace in knowing that you will be with Ben,
one day, in heaven. Our prayers are with you, Julie and Debby, and their families. Wally
and Lynn Hamann
Wally & Lynn Hamann - December 28, 2021 at 07:15 PM

“

It has been over 20 years ago that I met Ben. We became friends from the first day.
His giving spirit was so refreshing. I don't think I have ever met anyone that I have
enjoyed more. He has been such a help to me in my life and I know he was helpful to
so many others as well. Even though this is a sad time I know that He is with the
Lord today. Ben as you are reading this from heaven I want to thank you for your
friendship and your fellowship. I have loved all these years we spent together. I only
wish I could have been as good a friend to you as you were to me. You will be
missed!
My Prayers go out to Bonnie and your Family
Ben Quam

Ben Quam - December 06, 2021 at 10:32 AM

“

Ben Flathers has long been a GOD Send to those of us in The Gideon Ministry, and
those he was so willing to Share The Gospel of JESUS CHRIST with!! Well Done,
Good and Faithful Servant!! We will join You in Heaven as The Saints Rise to Glory!!
What you have taught us will long be an encouragement to do likewise. Duane &
Julie Vander Plas
Ten Gideon Bibles will be placed in Your Memory.

Duane & Julie Vander Plas - December 05, 2021 at 10:36 PM

“

I have so many memories of time spent with my Klingensmith family. The Sundays
Max, Vera, Nancy, Ben and my family, Paul, Dorothy, Linda, Roger and I would
gather at Granddad Emery and Grandma Flossie's house for dinner. She must have
spent 2 days getting all the food ready. (My favorite her apple pie). In the summer
after dinner all of us except Grandma, would have a softball game. In the winter, we'd
have a basketball game in their small basement where Granddad had put up a hoop
for us. We had so many fun times together at their home. Max and Vera were my
favorite Uncle & Aunt. I would spend a week with them in the summer, usually taking
a friend along with me. Ben was always so good to us and amused by the things we
did. Rest in Peace Ben, you will be missed in this earthly world. Julie Davis
.

Julie Davis - December 05, 2021 at 11:41 AM

“

I met Ben and Bonnie upon beginning to play for services at Rock Branch church. I
can remember them came in the very first Sunday ---and smiled from ear to ear as I
played quite a few oldies- Leaning on the Everlasting Arms, Amazing Grace, Song
about the Deer, and ended with Victory In Jesus. I felt great!! Ben & Bonnie were
easy to LOVE
I know Ben will be setting up farming and a small community for all friends and
relatives
And though he is concerned about Bonnie and his kids- Oh Victory in Jesus- please
be with us as we praise Ben.
I shall be in prayer for him whenever his service will be---I know his death is not easy
to handle for many---"let us..Our Savior...He taught us and He showed us the way...
And right now I shall keep praying for his wife Bonnie, and for their children.
This loss is to be uplifted joyously to our Lord

Joyce Kaiser - November 23, 2021 at 05:17 PM

“

My family and I have known Ben and his family from the time I was born. Our grandmothers
(RosaBell and Flossie Sadler) were sisters. We have pictures of the Flathers,
Klingensmiths and us Harrisons (Denise and Anita) as children. We attended the Rock
Branch Methodist Church in rural Correctionville. All of our parents,and cousins are buried
there.. It was there that I accepted Jesus Christ as my saviour, I remember that cousin
Doris Sadler prayed with me in the church during VBS! I played the piano as a "starter" and
sang my first solo there. I chose music as a career, and I have to thank Rock Branch (and
my mother) for any success I've had.! Ben was the quiet one of "our" group. Well, he was
the only boy! Poor guy.
My husband and I attended Ben and Bonnie's 50th anniversary and loved seeing "old"
friends of mine. It was obvious that they spared no expense! I already miss Ben and will in
any future I have.! Rest in arms of Jesus, Ben!!!
Anita Harrison Ervin
Anita Elaine Harrison Ervin - November 25, 2021 at 08:34 AM

“

We have fond memories of Ben. Our hearts and prayers go out to his family. The whole
family has been so giving. Years ago we were invited out to the farm where they had a
horse that they let our young children ride. (Horses are a lot bigger up close !) The kids
were so impressed! They all had such patience with our little ones.
Ben always had a smile for everyone. His Christian faith showed throughout his life. Ben
evokes lots of good memories. He will definitely be missed!
Crystal Galloway - December 05, 2021 at 02:37 PM

“

So sorry to hear of Ben's passing. What a kind, caring man he was. My condolences to
Bonnie and the family.
Joe Pritchett - December 24, 2021 at 04:50 PM

“

What a sad loss for our community. Ben and Bonnie have been an inspiration to getting
through the challenging times as well as the good. And God was always their strength. May
that strength reach from heaven to embrace Bonnie and family and bring them comfort.
Brian and Sheryl Ashley - December 25, 2021 at 11:15 AM

